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Overview	

•  Key	messages	
•  Introduc.on	
•  The	broader	context	–	Australian	heritage	
conserva.on	prac.ce	

•  What	are	historical	themes?	
•  Historical	themes	as	an	important	tool	in	the	
iden.fica.on	of	local	heritage	places	

	



Key	messages	
Historic	thema.c	frameworks	can	be	a	powerful	
tool	in	the	best-prac.ce	iden.fica.on	of	local	
heritage	places	in	South	Australia:	
•  they	provide	a	vital	structured	approach	to	local	
heritage	survey	work	

•  based	on	a	good	understanding	of	local	history	
and	tailored	to	the	specific	locality,	these	
frameworks	can	guide	both	the	survey	work	itself	
as	well	as	inform	the	assessment	of	values	of	
individual	places	as	well	as	groups	of	places	from	
surveys	



Key	messages	
•  they	can	help	with	understanding	the	specific	
history	of	places	in	a	wider	context,	rela.ng	that	
specific	history	to	broader	historical	themes	in	
the	local	area,	including	whether	such	themes	
are	more	or	less	important,	with	many	or	few	
places	related	to	the	theme,	and	provide	clues	to	
the	rela.ve	importance	of	specific	places	

•  they	provide	a	safety	net	to	ensure	considera.on	
of	important	themes	which	are	not	always	
obvious	amongst	the	readily-found	and	most	
obvious	popula.on	of	heritage	places	













Burra	Charter	

Cultural	significance	defini.on…	
•  aesthe.c,	historic,	scien.fic,	social	or	spiritual	
value	for	past,	present	or	future	genera.ons		
(Australia	ICOMOS	2013,	Ar.cle	1.2)		







Australian	Historic	Themes	example	

•  Theme	group	–	Governing	
•  Theme	–	Defending	Australia	
•  Sub-themes…	
– Providing	for	the	common	defence	
– Preparing	to	face	invasion	
– Going	to	war	
– Building	for.fica.ons	
– Training	

	





Stonnington	thema.c	history	

•  Provides	an	explana.on	of	the	themes	and	
ac.vi.es	that	have	been	important	in	shaping	
the	present-day	City	of	Stonnington	

•  Is	not	intended	as	a	complete	social	or	
poli.cal	history	of	the	municipality,	but	rather	
as	a	summary	of	human	use	and	impact	upon	
the	landscape	

•  Not	a	chronological	record		



Stonnington	thema.c	history	

•  The	history	is	organised	according	to	themes	
so	as	to	provide	a	context	to	assist	with	the	
iden.fica.on	of	heritage	places	that	illustrate	
the	rich	natural	and	cultural	history	of	the	
study	area	





Stonnington	thema.c	history	

•  Pastoralism	–	Mansions	and	houses	
associated	with	pastoralists	–	Carmyle,	Como,	
Trawalla	

•  Crown	land	sales	–	Malvern	Hill	Hotel,	houses	
and	buildings	associated	with	early	crown	
allotment	estates	such	as	Avoca,	subdivisions	
such	as	the	Gascoigne	Estate	



hXp://www.baysidebush.org.au/node/1512	



Stonnington	thema.c	history	

The	study	area	is	important	within	the	
metropolitan	area	for	its	associa.ons	with	many	of	
the	important	early	pastoralists	who	played	an	
important	role	in	the	development	of	Victoria.		
While	many	of	the	mansions	and	houses	
associated	with	pastoralists	have	been	
demolished,	those	that	survive	include	Carmyle,	
Como,	and	Trawalla,	which	provide	important	
evidence	of	the	wealth	of	the	pastoralists	and	
their	posi@on	of	influence	in	society.	






