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Wednesday, 3 December, 2014 
 
Government announces further safety measures for SE Freeway 
 
Transport Minister Stephen Mullighan and Road Safety Minister Tony Piccolo today 
announced a second round of measures for improved heavy vehicle safety on the South 
Eastern Freeway. 
 
Mr Mullighan said the State’s peak transport associations, heavy vehicle operators, 
South Australian Police and transport department staff have been working closely since 
August’s tragic incident. 
 
“These recent incidents involving trucks on the South Eastern Freeway mean we need a 
comprehensive response to improve safety on this key route,” Mr Mullighan said. 
 
“Following the tragic incident in August, the Government and industry have identified 22 
proposed measures to improve safety on the freeway. 
 
“Today we are announcing key priority measures, including a new national campaign to remind 
truck drivers across Australia of the requirement to use a low gear on the freeway descent – 
and not rely on brakes – in accordance with Australian Road Rule 108. 
 
“This, along with the speed reduction in August, was a key recommendation of the Coroner.” 
 
Road Safety Minister Tony Piccolo said the assistance of road authorities interstate and peak 
industry associations has been sought with distribution of this important information.   
 
“New signage and road marking on the freeway and changing the name of arrester beds to 
“safety ramps” – are further measures being put in place,” Mr Piccolo said. 
 
“Industry groups and truck drivers were telling us that the term “Arrester Bed” wasn’t clear, and 
that we needed better signs to tell drivers how far down the freeway they were, and where the 
safety ramps are. 
 
“The State Government will cover the cost of removing any heavy vehicle that enters a safety 
ramp under emergency conditions – these costs can vary from several hundred dollars to 
several thousands of dollars. 
 
“Parts of the industry have been concerned the cost of removing vehicles from safety ramps is 
too costly and may be influencing driver decisions in choosing whether to use a safety ramp or 
not.” 
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Actions the State Government has taken so far: 
• Speed limit reduction on descent from Crafers for all heavy vehicles over 4.5 tonnes, to 

60 km/h (previously restricted to heavy vehicles with five axles or more) 
• Speed limit reduction on descent from Crafers for other vehicles, to 90 km/h 
• All trucks and buses required to use left lane only from Crafers until near the Measdays 

Bridge exit ramp 
• Increased signage and emphasis on requirement for heavy vehicles to use low gear – 

not brakes – on descent from Crafers  
• Requested interstate jurisdictions to promote the need for heavy vehicle drivers to use a 

low gear on the freeway descent, and not rely on brakes 
• Promoting the need for heavy vehicle drivers to use low gear on the freeway descent at 

rest stops and vehicle checking stations along the Dukes Highway. 
 
Actions announced today: 

• Comprehensive national information campaign using road authorities and peak industry 
organisations to promote the requirement to adhere to Australian Road Rule 108 – 
heavy vehicle drivers must use a low gear on the freeway descent, and not rely on 
brakes 

• Distributing a new brochure to all South Australian licensed heavy vehicle and bus 
drivers on the requirement to use low gear on the freeway descent 

• Renaming of arrester beds to ‘safety ramps’ to eliminate any confusion for drivers 
• Increased and new signage illustrating descent and location of safety ramp locations on 

descent 
• Road pavement messages at kilometre intervals alerting drivers to safety ramp 

locations on descent 
• Vegetation removal from around safety ramps for improved line of sight for drivers 
• Government to meet costs of heavy vehicle removal from safety ramps after emergency 

use 
• Updating the Heavy Vehicle Licence Drivers handbook to include a section on 

Australian Road Rule 108 and driving on very long steep descents.  
• Registered Training Organisations (RTO’s) to amend heavy vehicle driver training 

packages to include more information about Australian Road Rule 108, driving downhill, 
use of brakes and use of safety ramps.  

   
Actions being progressed: 

• Investigation of speed limit reduction to 40km/h for trucks and buses for entire descent 
• Investigation of intersection upgrade at Cross Road / Portrush Road and Glen Osmond 

Road. 
• Investigation of the construction of a third safety ramp 
• National improvements to roadworthiness requirements for heavy vehicle industry 
• Investigation of Intelligent Information System that can detect out-of-control trucks and 

manage through on-road information and links to Traffic Management Centre 
• Undertake and then report the findings from CASR research on the in-depth analysis 

with HV vehicle drivers using the South Eastern Freeway. 
• Introduce formal “Maintenance/Roadworthiness” components of Heavy Vehicle Chain of 

Responsibility (NHVR) 
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